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PRESENTATION ABSTRACT: 
     Conceptions of citizenship and citizenship education are being challenged by a number of historical, 
political, social, and cultural developments that have occurred around the world since World War II. In-
stitutionalized notions of citizenship have been vigorously contested since ethnic revitalization move-
ments arose in the 1960s and 1970s. Worldwide immigration, the challenges to nation states that have 
been wrought by globalization, and the tenacity of nationalism and national borders have stimulated de-
bate, controversy, and rethinking about citizenship and citizenship education. 
     I will describe traditional conceptions of citizenship education, state why these concepts need to be 
interrogated, and argue that citizenship and citizenship education should be expanded to include cultural 
rights for citizens from diverse racial, cultural, ethnic, and language groups. Traditional notions of citi-
zenship assumed that individuals from different groups had to give up their home and community cul-
tures and languages in order to attain inclusion and participate effectively in the national civic culture.    
    Informed by the work of political and citizenship theorists such as Will Kymlicka, Amy Gutmann, 
and Iris Marion Young, I will argue that an effective citizenship education helps students to acquire the 
knowledge, skills, and values needed to function effectively within their cultural communities, nation 
states, regions, and the global community. It also helps students to acquire cosmopolitan perspectives 
and values needed to work to attain equality and social justice for people around the world. In the final 
part of my talk— which draws upon empirical evidence— I will describe ways in which schools can 
implement a transformative and critical conception of citizenship education that will enhance educa-
tional equality for all students. 
 

Professor James A. Banks has been a researcher and leader in efforts 
to increase educational equality for all students in the United States and 
the world for more than three decades. As a fifth grade teacher in Chicago, 
then as a graduate student at Michigan State University, and as a professor 
at the University of Washington beginning in 1969, Banks has pursued ques-
tions related to education, racial inequality, and social justice in more than 
100 journal articles and 20 books. His book, Diversity and Citizenship Edu-
cation: Global Perspectives, examines the unity-diversity tension in 12 na-
tions. His most recent book is Race, Culture, and Education: The Selected 
Works of James A. Banks (Routledge, 2006).  




