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Abstract: 
In this talk, Dr. Nieto presented on a year-long inquiry group in which she participated 
with a small group of Boston high school teachers. Her purpose in conducting this 
research was to explore what it is that keeps veteran teachers engaged, committed, and 
excited about teaching, especially in financially strapped urban schools. Dr. Nieto 
discussed the major findings of this study, enumerating a number of implications for 
teacher education, public schools, and public policy.  
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Sonia Nieto is Professor of Language, Literacy, and Culture in the School of Education, 
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Leadership, The Harvard Educational Review, Multicultural Education, and Theory into 
Practice. She serves on several national advisory boards that focus on educational equity 
and social justice, including Facing History and Ourselves (FHAO) and Educators for 
Social Responsibility (ESR). She has received many awards for her scholarship, 
advocacy, and activism, including the 1989 Human and Civil Rights Award from the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association, the 1996 Teacher of the Year Award from the 
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Award from NAME, the National Association for Multicultural Education. She was an 
Annenberg Institute Senior Fellow (1998-2000) and she received an honorary Doctorate 
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2000, she was awarded a month-long residency at the Bellagio Center in Italy. More 
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